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LEARNING STANDARD QUESTIONS:

Who are the characters in this book?

Answers—> Nana Aku, Zura, Mr. Dawson, Alejo, Bisou, Theodore, Zura’s Maame, Alejo’s
Abuelo, Bisou’s Mimi, Lester’s Grandparents, Peter and Inez, other students and
grandparents

Who is (are) the main character(s) in the book?
Answer = Zura, Nana Aku

Why did the author write this story?
Possible Answers --> to teach about being different; to teach a tradition from Ghana

Culture; to teach about traditions; to teach about acceptance; to teach about beauty;
to teach about learning from one’s elders ...

ACTIVITY (with connection to the story):

Students are asked to make a stick figure puppet of themselves and to then pick one of
the Adinkra symbols to put on their puppet’s cheeks — just like Nana Aku did for Zura’s
class. Then they can share which symbol they selected, and why they selected it, with
the class — using their puppet to tell the class.

Puppets can also be used during — or after — the story hour reading, to act out
moments within the story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:

Construction paper in many colors, scissors, glue sticks, jumbo crafting sticks (or
popsicle sticks), and the Adinkra Symbols and their Meanings Chart (taken directly
from the book)

SHARE YOUR CREATION!

theREP would love students to share photos of (or short videos using) their puppets!
They can be emailed to Associate Artistic Director, Margaret E. Hall, at

mhall@capitalrep.org
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