
Virtual Story Hour with theREP
Activity for Grades 3-5

A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin by Jen Bryant

LEARNING STANDARD QUESTION: What specific details from the text tell you where and when the story takes place?

Possible Responses à The story starts in Pennsylvania; moves to Goshen, NY; then moves to France during the war; and then to West Chester, 
NY – all places mentioned by the author; Part of the story takes place in school – when Horace was a young student, in the story we learn that 
he liked to draw (all the time), even on the margins of his spelling papers at school – which his teacher did not care for; Part of the stoy takes 
place at his families home – where he helped his mother get things like flour, helped his sisters with the laundry, helped out by watching his baby 
brother, and even helped the milk man by holding onto his horse when he delivered the milk; Part of the story takes place in Germany and 
France, During WWI – the pictures that Illustrator Melissa Sweet drew, along with the text written by Jen Bryant tell us this – ie: “The war 
brought out all the art in me.” | “He joined the army and sailed away.” | “If the fighting stopped for a while, Horace put down his gun and picked 
up a pencil.”; Many parts of the story take place “at the drawing board” – wherever Horace was, physically, at the time, he’d sit down and draw. 

ACTIVITIY: Drawing!
Version 1: Horace drew on his life experiences to create his pictures. The story even mentions how he specifically drew on his experiences during 
World War I. Now it’s your turn. Draw a picture of an experience you’ve had – a real one. ie: your first day of school; when a younger sibling was 
born; playing a sport you love; etc.

Version 2: Draw your own version of the Acme Art Supplies – “Draw Me!” – Contest picture, the same one that Horace drew as a child. (Image 
below.)

*Teachers are encouraged to hang the art up around the room and hold a classroom (or all 3rd-5th grade classes) art exhibit.

MATERIALS NEEDED: The Acme Art Supplies “Draw Me” picture (below); Paper & Pencils/Colored Pencils

AT HOME LEARNERS: 
Students learning at home are encouraged to do both versions.

SHARE YOUR CREATION!
theREP would love teachers and or students to share photos of students watching story hour and or of their art work. Photos (letters or 
drawings) can be emailed to Associate Artistic Director, Margaret E. Hall, at mhall@capitalrep.org
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